from one of these double-action shells, emerged to
look at the fragments after the first explosion, and
were both wounded, one of them mortally, by the
second. It was observed that most of the enemy's
roundshot were hammered, instead of cast, but
however rough the workmanship they were effective
at the short ranges for which they were required.

Every shell fired from the entrenchment meant
danger to the garrison: if it failed to explode, the
enemy would draw the fuse, fit a new one, and fire
it back: while, if the shell burst, the gunner"s target
was often so close to the defences that many of the
splinters would be blown back over the parapet. One
evening as Mrs Inglis was standing in her sheltered
courtyard with the baby in her arms, talking to the
ayah, a stray fragment whizzed past her ear and
buried itself ten inches in the earth.
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